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PROGRAM NOTE 

“The relations of luminous to illuminated bodies”, which is a heading found within the 
notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci, refers to objects that generate their own light versus objects 
that reflect light (e.g. the sun and the moon). I used this idea as a way to conceptualize the 
timbral relationship between pianos and crotales, the latter of which have a longer, more glowing 
sustain. The piece begins with both percussionists holding harmonic nodes and plucking strings 
inside the pianos, creating a kind of dark, glinting moonscape of sound. The piece ends with both 
percussionists bowing a set of crotales, effectively backlighting a simple two-voice progression 
and extending the resonance of the pianos.  



DURATION: 6.5 minutes 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 

Percussion 1:  
-Crotales (higher octave), mallet, and bow. 
-Snare drum 
-The following strings should be marked inside piano 1 and held/plucked by percussion 1 

Percussion 2:  
-Crotales (lower octave), mallet, and bow. 
-Snare drum 
-The following nodes should be marked inside piano 2 and held down by percussion 2 except for muted notes 
(denoted by “+”) which should be muted with putty near the agraffe.   
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