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PROGRAM NOTE

“The relations of luminous to illuminated bodies”, which is a heading found within the
notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci, refers to objects that generate their own light versus objects
that reflect light (e.g. the sun and the moon). I used this idea as a way to conceptualize the
timbral relationship between pianos and crotales, the latter of which have a longer, more glowing
sustain. The piece begins with both percussionists holding harmonic nodes and plucking strings
inside the pianos, creating a kind of dark, glinting moonscape of sound. The piece ends with both
percussionists bowing a set of crotales, effectively backlighting a simple two-voice progression
and extending the resonance of the pianos.



DURATION: 6.5 minutes

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Percussion 1:
-Crotales (higher octave), mallet, and bow.

-Snare drum
-The following strings should be marked inside piano 1 and held/plucked by percussion 1

(A6 and B6 strings to be plucked with a guitar pick)
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Percussion 2:
-Crotales (lower octave), mallet, and bow.

-Snare drum
-The following nodes should be marked inside piano 2 and held down by percussion 2 except for muted notes

(denoted by “+”) which should be muted with putty near the agraffe.

(11th partial of AO string) (7th partial of D1 string)
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the relations of luminous to illuminated bodies

Percussion 1

Piano 1

Percussion 2

Piano 2

for Yarn/Wire Connor Elias Way
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| Inside the piano | (Hold down nodes of A0 11th harmonic [through bar 9] and D1 7th harmonic [through bar 16])
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(Harmonic nodes in bars 1-16 touched by perc. 2. Muted notes are achieved via puddy.)
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2% To Di6 crotale over upside-down snare drum
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A To Ct6 crotale over upside-down snare drum; remove A3 and E5 puddy from piano 2
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(only lift after repeat)

(only lift after repeat)
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|D6 Crotale + S.D.|

(Hold crotale in hand approx. 1ft above upside-down snare drum with

29 snares engaged. Strike with mallet and gradually lower on to snares.)
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(Hold crotale in hand approx. 1ft above upside-down snare drum with
|C6 Crotale + S.D | snares engaged. Strike with mallet and gradually lower on to snares.)
e —— >0 =20
s | Co—— S . ¥ 18+t - 2 - — = H
Pere.2 Mol A+ | = '8 it H— 8
e o TS 2 )
p
A~
A _— £ 2
— — e —
)" A i | (O, | F F - I/ lVD O 1
Y 4N ) § O Ol O | 1 k= 3 1 : | B
'\:4)/‘ (o1 Im 7 o) i : 7t 1 s
p mp p mp p mp
Pno. 2 ) - )
—_~|T —
) (J_) (té-) (@) [@)) ¢o) ?A_) (LJ_)
(o] 3 o] t  {oX
(%) S = v ,

(hold sus. pedal until the end of bar 51)
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Repeat 2x (3x total)
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To regular crotale stand with bow
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|Crotales (bowed) |

Begin bowing on indicated beats. Attempt to get the crotale resonating as quickly as possible,

60 aiming for an 8th note "zing"while taking care not to overpower the pianos. Sempre Lv.
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Play groups of repeated 16ths with one finger, attempting a piston-like
mechanical accuracy while remaining within the written dynamic.
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|Cr0ta1es (bowed)|
Begin bowing on indicated beats. Attempt to get the crotale resonating as quickly as possible,
aiming for an 8th note "zing"while taking care not to overpower the pianos. Sempre l.v.
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