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Program Note

This miniature bassoon concerto, written for Nanci Belmont and Contemporaneous, exists
primarily as an exploration and celebration of the bassoon’s ability to play quick, skittering
lines. Throughout the piece, the soloist shreds through ascending, scalar patterns while the
ensemble evolves from sparse resonances of the bassoon to a luminous mechanism
surrounding it.

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in B-flat

Horn in F
Trumpet in C (with harmon mute)
Tenor Trombone

Percussion (1 player):
Glockenspiel (standard glock mallet)
Vibraphone (hard mallet)

Piano
Electric Guitar
Bassoon (SOLO)

Violin 1

Violin I1

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass (with C extension)

Score is in C
Duration: 4 and a half minutes



Performance Notes

Tutti

 Sempre non vibrato! No vibrato should be used at any time.

Piano

« Ottava markings apply only to the staff on which they’re written.

e The following § pitches of the piano need to be marked for extended techniques. A plus
sign (+) above a note denotes a muting technique. Use finger to press against strings right

next to agraffe. Diamond noteheads indicate a harmonic on that string. Find the 7th
partial for a sounding pitch of (flattened) D4.

B0 (muted) El (harmonic, 7th partial) B3 (muted) B4 (muted) C#5 (muted)
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Electric Guitar

o The guitar part serves as a kind of cantus firmus throughout the piece. Refer to the
opening of the song “First Breath After Coma” by the band Explosions In the Sky for the
tone and atmosphere I'm looking for; i.e. clean, with some reverb, and a delay set to
54bpm (ideally using a delay pedal that can be set to an exact bpm, but a knob will work
too with some calibrating). The notated part indicates the delay echoes following a
plucked note but it is understood that each pitch may continue echoing forth faintly even
after subsequent notes are plucked.



Strings

e Roman numerals indicate string numbers when helpful for harmonics with diamond
noteheads.

« There are two different types of ricochet techniques called for in this piece. The first (a) is
the most standard method seen in the repertoire - a pressured attack is employed to
achieve a more-or-less consistent string of bounces. The second (b) is a lazy “tennis ball”
bounce: “drop” the bow on the string and let the bounces start slower and speed up
naturally. The duration of this ricochet is specified but there are an indeterminate number

of bounces.

a) b)
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